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WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS‘ 























1955 1956 
iTe™ " 7 ane T T = 
Aor. 2 | Aor. 9 Mer, 17 Mer, 24 | war, 353i Apr. 7 
2 —__—_}——__— + a + a 
Commodity prices, wholesele 
All commodities.. , 1947-496 100... gesouces | *110,C 112.5 112.8 112.9 | 113.2 
Pe SOM b a de escsocoddtusccbacccdts veveveerente ices] cenaae *92.1 66.6 87.6 87.4 | 68.4 
PRONG, SPOSREESE cc cccnscccssscsesecesisioteosooeee Geessl setsvece *101.6 99.2 99.6 100, | 100.6 
Ge MN oto cds sear wbsd cobs cbddodtwedhesivcaweenses Bisacl vwcodstdes } *115.6 120.6 120.7 120.6 | 120.9 
INN ES xencncbSU vcicedsciuavddds vdcedacadd do. 69.8 | 89.8 69.4 90.1 90.2 | 9.9 
PPOEY GOUTO GNIGGs oc te ddacssnctencetocecvessoescte do. 114 122 105 2 | 124 | : 
Seer Os GMO IGOR?, TOUR ss cccdsccsecesvensecssovees thous 1,727 | 1,698 1,594 -. errr ee 
State progrems.... ; okie ceddeenethececr BES 2 isn 1,519 | 1,503 1,460 CRE  cacssaes aa 
Finance | 
Currency in circulation d/ eeeeeee ses P ~eemil, of dol 29,770 j 29,925 % , 266 1,260 X), 288 +, 16 
Feders| Reserve benk credi? outstanding, tote! 3/, do 25,0268 24,9186 25, 08 5,754 25,661 25,658 
Member benk reserve balonces 5/.... seeesecevecess do ° 16,408 | 16,611 16,691 19,204 19,026 16,860 
Excess reserves, estimated 35/.... ccc ccc cccewneeenne BO. 0s. 4m | 556 46) 625 | 553 | 535 
Federa| Keserve reporting member banks in leading cities :4/ 
Demand deposits, adjusted... .ccccccccees mil, of doi.. 55,590 55,086 57,005 56,500 Fh, Te ieee re 
Time deposits, except Government...... oengescudbies 21,546 21,56) 21,597 21,595 21,616 | ° 
Loans and investments (adjusted), Totel......seeess 40 65, 380 | 65,015 a5, 349 66,489 85,651 6sbcboecs 
U. S$. Government obligatlons.......6.sccecvcceees do... 32,6865 | 4,425 26,451 26,654 Seseee | ‘Sebeecen 
Commercial, industriel, and agr. loans (gross)...do.,.. 22,5997 22,449 27,047 27,711 27,771 ececevee 
Real-estate 10@ns (GFOSE)... cece ec ceccccccuceuse do | 7,474 | 7,48? 6,287 6, 520 6,36 | evsvcocs 
| j 
faeliures, industrial end commercial... ......cccccues number 237 211 *~O 206 265 | 217 
Bond yields, domestic corporete (Moody's) 3/...... percent... | 5.20 5.20 35.29 3,31 4.55 5.55 
Stock prices,460 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/., 1935-398100,. | 277.7 261.8 347.1 449.6 352.6 556.2 
industriais, 420 stocks, ......-ceees isk at eds she a 511.5 516.4 401.6 405.2 409.2 414.5 
Production | 
Bituminous coal 3/..... besbetousnes thous, of short fons,. | 1,365 | |, 367 1,538 1,655 1,715 sevwsese 
Electric power, by util litles.......... mil, of kw.-hr,. | 9,004 9,655 11,202 | 11,134 10,992 | cvvscese 
Passenger cors and trucks (Word'S)....ccceceseeces «number... | 206,262 | 196,411 154,946 | 154,977 149,932 | 158, SOP 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 5/........ thous, of bbi..| 6,807 6,811 7,153 7, 163 7,149 swateees 
PONE DS ce ccdccsesdcancecusessccosvas thous, of shor? fons, 2,276 | 2,300 2,477 2,449 2,452 2,406 
Percent of capacity 5/...... PPTTTT TTT Tt coseevece esse! 734.4 | #95 .5 100.6 99.5 99.6 97.7 
Freight cartoadings, total 6/.....6cccececnes thous, of cars... | 659 5 666 697 725 | errrr. 
MISCO ON@OUSsrorocsssnssssssessnsecssssssesesesesessd0sses 574 569 367 365 | 562 | nen ssnee 
\/ Dette do not aiweys cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesdey prices. 3/ Delly average. 4/ Wednesday dete. 5/ Week ended April 4, 1956 
Production, 2,414 thous, short tons; opereting rete, 96,1 percent. 6/ Dete for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class | rali- 
roeds, * Monthly index for March 1955. # Not comparable with 1956 rates which ere based on higher capacity. 
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
1955 1956 
1Tem 1 r : 
February | March December jJenuery | February March 
+ + > + 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
; ss ) | | 
‘ersonel income, by source, seasonally adj at annual rates | ! 
Tote! personal income... Suesececesres bil, of dol | 295. 295.7 l/ r3i4,5 312.7 fae = aneees 
Wage and salary disbursements, ftofal.......cccceues do | 200.5 } 202.6 215. rZ16.2 SIGs8 | vcoscenes 
Commodi ty-producing industries P sevreeeesDOrene| 66.5 | 87.8 94.1 roa OF OS Fees ee 
Distributive industries..... saesee rT oe | 5. 53.6 56.9 r57.5 Tie! L. seecasbe 
Service industries.... povdoiadte sevevecesel 26.7 27. 26.7 r26.6 26.7 
Og a é “5 4.2 56.1 r 36.2 4.2 
Other labor income pew , ° csaGBcocel 6.8 6.° 7.2 7.2 7.2 
Proprietors’ end rental income TT TICTIVITTT TT a | 468. 48.° ' r49.4 149.2 69.5 | covsesece 
Personal interest income and dividends he | 25.5 y . 9.9 r26.1 SBc2 | eeovesves 
Transfer payments....... is awe on ante aeeaese ss 17,¢ 17.4 17.4 17.7 ioe | seweusede 
Less personal contribution for social insurance,,.d 5 5.1 5.4 5.7 ee ated eta 
Total nonagriculturel!l income d 277.7 280.9 299.9 296 .€ ace | saoveseen 
COMMODITY PRICES 
Retail orice 
Ail wmodities (U.5.Dept t mererce index) 135-42 100., 207.5 207.5 208.1 207.6 207.* 
CONSTRUCTION AMD REAL ESTATE 
New construction (unedjusted), total, eee mil, of de . 2,60%9t 2, 989 5,177 r2,647 r2,705 , 85 
Private, tote, sesee 4 2,002 2,195 2,4) 2,124 r Zi 2,194 
Residential (nonfarm) a + ROSS SS Pee Se, 1,049 i, 185 1,283 rt,Om 987 1, 109 
New dwelling unifs....... seen " rrr? 1) 1,085 1, 160 rT | A 495 
Addit ms and alterations, vr seen seneces@ 646 79 9 r7 ar Aa 
Nonresidential buiidi total 2 6 546 556 665 r6% 646 455 
EROUSTE EDT eccceccescerscedenseesececoccoseeeeetes a 167 166 226 225 ria° 226 
nel AL LETETELEEELELTE EEE LE ILIL Ee d 196 207 269 r25i 4 57 
fare netr tion. 4 ¥4 1035 85 45 4 oh 
Pub i i« titity ‘ 5 A P ‘ P é 297 535 351 x5 23° 329 
Public, total.... nage .do | 696 16 167 r725 6&2 TAG 
Nonmresidential bullding 6 32 “ 267 r295 } x15 
Military taecilities . ie a 7 82 106 rés 19 7 
UNV ccc cceeeeeeereseceeresersconeceescoseeseeees da 1S i* 20 17 rié 205 
fi Revised Revise ate Total ersone income (bil. ‘@ ), October 1955, 308.7; November 1955, 5) 5 rietors' and enta 
income (bi! ¢ dol.), ctobe $ 49.3; November 195* 49.7 y. Except farm and siblic utility. 
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CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE - Continued 
New construction (seasonally edjusted), tote!....mil. of dol.. 5,455 5,464 5,489 3,462 r3a%e 5,467 

Mrbaate,. CCl ico cocenacesdctsoccescsvencteessesesscdeOses 2,438 2,464 2,486 r2,48 r2,4” 2,456 
Residential (MONFOrM)....ccceccceseccerereesereseee Drees 1,48 1,349 1, 26 ri, 286 71,265 1,260 
Nonresidential buliding, total 1/.... cece cceecees ee Dunes 5&2 604 669 664 r687 707 
FETS CONBITUSTIOR, cc ccccccsccccccccossvesecescocesseGBeces 122 121 110 110 110 tut 
PINS Wye ccccsvcccccevcccecescctséoncecessesseOReece 71 374 69 %69 Sov $70 

PUBLIC, POPOL, .ccccvecsocccesesceccesccessescesescesesGOsees 1,015 1,000 1,005 ri,o25 rt,ois 1,001 
Nonresidential DULICiNg.......ceeseesenereeeneeeneeedWOrues Sao 370 32 e335 332 322 
ll | POPP er rTTETrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiil) Tee 339 337 “)? 578 1 4 ‘OO 

Construction cost index: 
Depertment of Commerce composite... ........+... 1947-490 100, . 122.7 123.0 127.0 127.7 128.5 esscese . 
DOMESTIC TRADE 
All reteil stores: 

Estimated seles (unadjusted), ftotei 2/.........mil. of dol.. 12,762 14,704 19,268 15,866 r 15,686 15,805 
Dur eble-goods stores: 

AUTOMOTIVE GrOUP.ncscccceeerneceessseesesersseese Deere 2,707 5,05 4,116 2,744 r2, 612 5, 186 
Furniture and appliance group... ....ceceeccceceee «Geese 682 761 1,165 761 rvs? 816 
Nondur able-goods stores: 
Appere! WMEWDe cccccescsecscecsccoccesceccscccsesseGeecs 602 1% 1,596 21 667 1,026 
Orug and proprietary STOFOS......cccesecceseceee es Wnnes 3o4 409 59 4asy ras an 
Eating end drinking places... .. cece ceeerene ee WMrnne 90 1,026 1, 1&2 1,084 rt, Oat 1,101 
FOP FOUP sc cccccccccccececcscccesccessceesecesss sees. 3,255 5,527 4,168 5,517 73,446 5,906 
Gasoline service STatlonS....ccceecccccccccsscere+GOnes, 6875 ae 1,104 1,012 985 1,051 
Gener e\l-merchendise group.......... TITTTITITTiTitT.. Tre 1,171 |,464 3,010 1,278 rt,27i 1,614 

Estimated inventories: 

UNOd juUSTOG, TOTBL. ..cecccccccecesecescessseesesesessGOnuns 22,010 23,520 22,440 r22,70@ 25,840 eeecese ° 
Dur Bb 1@-QOOOS STOT OS. cece ec ences scureeweeeeeeees erases 10,270 10,950 10,410 r 10,670 11,330 seecece 
Wondur Bb le-QOoOods STOTO@S.. cc cc cee cee ceeeeeeeweeeeeMnees 11,740 12,570 12,030 11,920 12,900 | coccccse 

Ad jUSTOd, TOTO) ccccccccccccccevesecccccesssesecesesOOeess 22, 40 22,59 25,90 24,080 24,210 66066000 
Dur ad ie@-QOOOS STOPES... cc cccwscccseeeaseeseeeesaetDOsens 10,3530 10,490 11,200 11,40 11,450 seececee 
NONdur abd l@-QOOdS STOTOS... ccc cece ce eenrecerereneeWOeees 12,030 12, 140 12,670 12,69 2,70 escecese 

Firms with |! or more stores, estimated sales: 

UMNOd JUSTOD, ccc cccccccccccccsccesesssessssseseseseeesGOsees 2,255 2,632 4,029 2,449 2,406 1 ceccs eee 

Ad JUSTOD. cccccccossocesecescoscccocesesseoessceseeseOOeess 2,717 2,778 2,916 r2,9% 2,903 | ceces 

Department store sales, United States total: 
Uned justed index........ socenssdensscocsesceces (eer meewIeD,. 88 100 212 * rR pto7 
AD jUSTOd INGOK, ...cccccccessscesecccvesscesecessesesesGOeees ris 5 125 124 rii6 o1i6 
Wholessle trade: 

Seles, estimated (unedjusted), totel...........mll. of dol.. 8,450 9,700 10, 180 9°, O.5ee | ccpeeens 
Dur able-goods establishments. ......ccccccceeceeecees Wns. 2,800 5,270 5,410 r3,120 5,2 ai onan 
Nondur ab le-goods establishments... 2... cece cceceeeeedO.-n- 5,650 6,40 6,770 r6,240 G.aee | eadecbs 

inventories, estimated (unadjusted), fotel.........4++60.... 11,770 11,620 12,290 12,480 12,570 | scoscees 

Dur able-goods establishments. . 1... cece c ccc e eee ceene sWenns 5,850 5,940 6,0% 6,2% GoGo ft. cevessec 

Nondur able-goods establishments. .......cccccerecceeeDOeeee 5,920 5,680 6,210 6,200 6, 100 eeeseeee 

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 
Lebor force (Bureeu of the Census): 

Civilian labor Force... cccesccececccsccecssccscee thousands, , 63, 321 63,654 66,592 65,775 65,490 65,915 

Employed. .cccccccccccevesesessccesovccsocosesscccse sees 59, 936 60,477 64, 165 62,491 62,576 | 65,0786 
Agricultural employment... ..cccceccecerceeeensenesDOnens 5,084 5,692 5, 684 5,638 5,469 5,676 
Nonagriculturel employment..........60.- istdéuheaeiaan 54,854 54,785 58,2681 57,256 57,107 | 97,400 

UREMP 1OYED. .cccccccnscescoccccccescoscccccscesseeseeWOeece 5, 585 3,176 2,427 2, 68° 2,914 | 2,0% 

Employees in nonagricuiture! esteblishments: | 

Totel, unadjusted (U, S. Dept. of Labdor)......ceeeee +00... 47,753 48,212 Si, 308 r49,615 749,542 | p49,763 
Menutecturing..... oseeve TITTTITITIIITT TTT 16,060 16,201 17,026 r 16,642 716,82) | 16,807 
MININGeccoccccsccccescccsccccccocseceoseccoseessecesOOeess 737 | 1” 14 yal r746 p79 
Contract COnstruction.....ccseceeceees coscccveseseesGOscce! 2,169 2,255 2,422 r2,267 r2,292 p2, 316 
Trensportetion and public uti lities........... ecovcesO@eccs 5,937 5, 966 4,165 r4,009 r4,0n5 p4, 109 
Wholesale and retail trade......cccccecccecccssssseeSOseee| 10,309 | 10,406 11,755 r 10,635 ri0,741 | pi0,604 
Finance, Insurance, ond real estate... ......ecceee+eOOee.e| 2,132 2,150 2,219 12,214 r2,227 p2,249 
Service and misce! laneous............+++. seereeereeesDOrese| 5,5% $,571 5,657 r5,0@03 75,009 | p5,64 
Gover nent... ..cccnes Covecccereses TITTITITITT TTT TT GBcwect 6,875 6,922 | 7,515 ?,020 r7,06! p7,110 

Production workers in manufacturing industries | 

Total. ..eccees eosece MWTTTTTITITITITITT TILT «+ 20,...]} 12,649 12,778 15,464 £15,272 ri3,229 | pis, 199 

Ourable-goods industries........+.- eeveeveveceves o++90,... 7,282 | 7,375 | 7,047 r7,758 r7, 703 | p?,679 
OF GNONCO ONE OCCOBEOT NOS... oc -cccccsevesccccesesseeOOssee] O48 “a 65 r6s Bi pe 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).......d0.... 6% | 6% 665 r6a*% r6A% | ph 
Furniture ond fixtureS....ccuccccee eesveodcsocesoeee 60. ...) 296 | 298 | 321 rsi7 r3i6 pSit 
Stone, clay, and glass productS......6654. oscovecsOBoncst 4u 442 | an 1 464 462 | p46) 
Primary metol industries. ......ccencnceces sccocccsOBence 1,032 1,057 1, 160 ri, ie ri, tol pi, ia 
Fabricated metal products 3/.......ceeeeeecneneee 240..6, hae | BOA 0) r O94 r OR pBA2 
Machinery (except electrical)... ..cceccececcaseees a 1,125 1,144 1,236 ri,246 ri,263 pi,2 
Electr leet GOChIMOTY. cccoccccccoseesescccensconece do. BOs m5 872 r 6S r 6% pay 
Transportation equipment, ......ccccccccceeecueeees BO... 1,426 1,447 | 1,501 ri,4e rt,429 pi,4% 
Instruments and related products... ..cecccencenvee G0.... 2716 | 219 226 27/6 226 | pz7* 

Nondurable-goods Industries... ..cceccceeceneeweseues a — 5,367 5,405 5,617 r5,514 15,526 | p53, 52 
Food and kindred productS.......cccececseseescuses 0... 985 wl 1,071 ri,o rt,002 | pt,O1s 
Tobecco manufactures... ccc ccc nec ee cee eenweneeunees G0... 69 eS 97 7 rhe pe 
Textile-mili products... ceccecececs er povacseue do wes oe vy ve r 968 por 
Appere! and other finished textile products....... ee ,oi | i,inu ,i«” 1,125 rt,ia9 | ot,i1% 
Paper end Billed products... .ccccccncsueceeewreeee 00.4... 457 ay) | 465 rave 4%4 pas? 
Printing, publishing, and allied products,........ G0...4. 512 516 5s) “y r535 5% 37 

* Chemicais ond aliied product$.....ceecees eveccsces a 535 546 | 559 r559 r%62 p570 


r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. J/ Except farm end pub 


machinery, end transportation equipment. 


lic utility, 2/ March 1956 tigures are advance estimates b/ Except ordnance, 
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EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE‘ mtinued 
Production workers in manufacturing industries mt inued 
Nondur 8b le-goods industries Continued 
Products of petroleum end cose 
Rubber products, 
Leather ond leether products 
Manu f octur ing production-worker indexes 
Employment: Uned justec, 
Ad justed.. 
Payrolls, unadjusted, 
Hours end earnings 
Average weekly hours per worker, manufactur ing. .hours.. r40.7 r40.5 
Dur ab le-goods Industries sees -C 41.2 r41.0 
Nondur ab le-goods industries r39.9 39.8 
Average weekly earnings, a1! manufacturing 776,55 776.17 
Our able-goods industries 84,87 r84.05 
Nondur eb le-goods r69.65 r69.65 


169 ri7o 
235 226 
348 r 352 


rio7.5 ri07.0 
ri07.8 rio7,i 
r 159.2 r 157.9 





1.95 1.95 
2.06 2.05 
2.12 r2.12 
1.66 ri.Aa7 
1,65 ri,65 
1.90 


Average hourly earnings, al! manufacturing, 
Dur able-goods industries 


Lumber and wood products (exc« 
Furniture and tixtures sen 
Stone, clay, and gieass products... 





Primary metal industries... 
Fabricated metal products |/ 
Machinery (except electrical) 
Electrical machinery 
Transportation equipment,.... 

















Instruments and related pr 


Nondur able-goods industries,. 
Food and kindred product: 
Tobecco manufactures... 
Textile=mill pr 
Apooare! and other 
Paper and allied products... 


Pr inting, publishing, and «4 
Chemicals and atliied product 
Products of petroleum and 7.) 
Rubber product: ee 
Lesther and lteather product 


FINANCE 
Consumer credit (short- and intermediate-term) 


Total outstanding, end »¢ month xis _ | d 
instoliment credit, total... 22,508 


9,518 | .. 35,599 


27, 769 


- | 

Instoliment credit extended and repaid 
Unadjusted: Extended, total. areas aa pas 2,416 

Repoid, total...... ‘ aaa 06 veOlvces 2, 344 


r2,724 
r2, 850 
r 3,201 
r2,9% 


Adjusted Extended, toteal....... . et oes see8 2,806 
Repaid, totai....... ah a eae ee d0.... 2,521 





r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. j ‘ ordnance, machinery, and transportation equipment 
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